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ORGANIZATION. 


Tho  different  branches  of  the  Innis  family  in  America,  at  a meet- 
ing holden  in  Salem,  Mass.,  May  1st,  1865,  deeming  it  necessary 
that  there  should  be  joint  action  in  investigating  their  claims  to  the 
Innis  property  in  Scotland,  formed  themselves  into  an  Association 
under  the  following  constitution. 

THE  INNIS  ASSOCIATION. 

PREAMBLE. 


Whereas,  Certain  Innis’s  died  in  Scotland,  leaving  personal  property  at  the 
time  of  their  deaths  to  the  amount  of  ten  millions  of  dollars  or  more,  and  whereas, 
the  next  of  kin  and  heirs  to  this  property  are  said  to  be  in  America,  now,  in  order 
to  prosecute  the  investigation  and  procure  the  pedigree  of  the  family  and  ascertain 
whether  or  not  there  is  any  such  property,  we,  the  undersigned,  do  hereby  agree 
to  form  ourselves  into  an  Association  under  the  following 


CONSTITUTION. 


Article  1.  This  Society  shall  be  called  the  Innis  Association. 

Article  2.  C.  M.  Fisher,  of  Vergennes,  and  Columbus  Smith,  of  Salisbury, 
Vt.,  are  hereby  appointed  agents  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  the  case  in  Scot- 
land, and  aae  required  from  time  to  time  to  make  printed  reports  of  their  doings 
to  the  members  of  this  Association. 

Article  3.-  Harrison  0.  Smith,  of  Monkton,  Vt,,  is  hereby  empowered  to 
raise  two  thousand  dollars,  to  cover  the  necessary  expenses  of  attending  the  mat- 
ter of  investigating  the  case  in  Scotland,  and  all  other  necessary  incidental  ex- 
penses connected  therewith,  by  issuing  such  an  amount  of  Scrip  as  shall  be  neces- 
sary, which  said  scrip  shall  be  a lien  upon  the  property  when  recovered. 

Article  4.  Every  Scrip  shall  be  sold  for  live  dollars,  entitling  the  purchaser 
to  one  hundred  dollars  out  of  the  first  money  recovered  from  said  Estate  by 
member  of  tbe  Association,  and  no  more  scrip  shall  be  sold  by  said  agent  than/- 
be  necessary  to  raise  the  aforesaid  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars,  together  w' 
expenses  of  the  sale  thereof,  which  shall  in  no  event  exceed  ten  per  cent, 
sale  of  each  Scrip. 

Article  5.  Tns  said  Smith  and  Fisher  are  to  be  allowed  thirteen  hundr 


»thcr  or  not  there  is  property  there,  if  any,  its  situation  and  also  the  pedigree 
the  party  leaving  the  same,  and  in  addition  thereto,  we  agree  to  pay  them  ten 
per  cent,  of  all  we,  or  any  of  us,  or  our  heirs,  may  recover  from  said  estate. 

Article  6.  No  member  of  this  Association  shall  be  liable  to  pay  more  than 
three  dollars,  as  expenses,  or  compensation,  or  otherwise,  to  any  person  or  persons 
whatever. 

Article  7.  Any  member  of  the  Innis  Family  may  become  a member  of  this 
Association  by  paying  three  dollars  to  II.  O.  Smith,  of  Monkton,  \'t  , and -signing 
this  Constitution,  entitling  each  member  to  a printed  report. of  all  information  and 
reports  made  in  the  case’,  and  also  to  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars  out  of  the  money  re- 
covered 

Salem,  Mass.,  May,  1,  1SG5. 


Chas.  E Tunis,  37  Cornhill,  Boston. 
John  A.  Innis,  Salem.  Mass. 

John  Innis,  Salem,  Mass, 
t h is.  W.  Innis  Marblehead,  Mass. 

Wm  I*.  Tunis.  Boston,  Mass, 

Gastavus  S.  Tunis,  Columbus,  Ohio. 

Mary  Carh,  Lynn,  Mass. 

Sally  Carroll,  Marblehead,  Mass. 

John  Innis.  Richmond,  Vt. 

Betsey]  Innis  Shaw,  by  Horace  F.  Shaw 
.jplinsou’s  Corners.  Summit  Co.,  Ohio. 
New  York 

Wm.  T.  Tunis,  Media.  Del.,  Co  , Pa. 


Benj.  Andrews,  G12  Chestnut  St.,  Phil. 
Henry  M.  Innis,  office  of  Camden  and 
Amboy  Railroad,  Philadelphia. 

Mrs.  J.  B.  Snyder,  American  Hotel, 
Ea  ton,  Pa. 

Mrs,  Maria  B.  Rheinhart,  22  North  Street, 
Philadelphia. 

Samuel  P.  Innis,  Franklin  Hall,  Phil. 
Robert  H.  Innis,  corner  6th  and  German^ 
, town  Avenue,  Philadelphia. 

Prof.  Benj.  N.  Martin,  236 W.  4th  Street, 
Paul  M.  Innis,  Newport,  it.  I. 


I 'zT  A 1 members  of  the  timily  are  requested  to  forward  their  pedigrees  (so  far 
as  the.,.  have  them)  to  II., 0.  Smith,  of  Myuktpn,  Vtt. 


REPORT. 


West  Salisbury,  Vt.,  August  I860. 

To  Hon.  H.  0.  Smith, 

Agent  for  the  lnnis  Association : 

In  accordance  with  your  request  I now  send  you  all  the  informa- 
tion I have  relative  to  the  great  lnnis  Estate  in  Scotland,  and  other 
lnnis  properties. 

TL'he  following  are  copies  of  advertisements  which  have  appeared 
in  England  at  different  times  : 

The  Times,  Nov.  6th,  1846. 

“ Patty  Heald,  George  James  Innes,  Ann  Clare,  Jame3  Richard 
Heath,  Alexander  Longlands,  James  Innes  and  Elizabeth  Vincent, 
devisees  named  in  the  will  of  William  Hamilton  Vincent,  Esq., 
who  died  in  or  about  the  year  1810,  are  requested  to  communicate 
their  present  addresses  to  Messrs.  Fry,  Loxly  & Fry,  Solicitors, 
80  Cheap  Side,  London.” 

Mann’s  Almanack,  1857 : 

“ lnnis — Re  Bartlett.  If  the  gentleman  who  inquired  after 
Elizabeth  Bartlett  in  Fare  Street  Cripplegate,  about  two  years  ago 
will  address  *a  letter  to  her,  care  of  Messrs.  Wortheinier  k Co., 
Printers,  Ciraus  PJ ace,  London  Wall,  he  will  receive  the  necessary 
Information.” 

London  Gazette,  March  24th,  1848  : 

u Pursuant  to  a decree  made  in  the  High  Court  of  Chancery, 
made  in  a cause  of  Tulloch  vs  McClellan,  the  following  persons 
named  in  the  will  of  Ann  Munroe,  widow  of  the  late  Daniel 
Munroe  of  Queen  Street,  Oxford  Street,  in  the  Parish  of  St.  George, 
Hanover  Square,  in  the  County  of  Middlesex,  deceased,  who  died  on 


•the  4th  day  of  November,  1827,  and  who  are  assumed  to  be  en- 
titled to  a distributive  share  in  the  residuary  personal  estate  of  Ann 
Munroc,  deceased,  viz.  Christiana  Innis,  widow,  and  Ann  Cameron, 
widow,  respectively  described  in  the  will  of  the  said  Ann  Munroe, 
as  of  Invcryorden  Rossshire.  Charles  Wm.  Ross,  therein  described 
as  a merchant  of  Quebeck.  Anyelleca  Graddon,  therein  described 
wife  of  John  Graddon,  merchant  also  of  Quebeck.  Flora  Taylor, 
therein  described  wife  of  James  Taylor,  Esq.,  of  Cromarty,  Ross- 
shire, Hector  Cochran  Solson,  therein  described  as  of  Negg,  Ross- 
shire, or  any  of  them  or  the  personal  representative  or  representa- 
tives of  such  of  them  as  are  since  dead,  are  by  their  Solicitors  to 
come  in  before  Nassan  William,  Senior,  Esq.,  one  of  the  masters  of 
the  said  Court,  at  his  Chambers  in  Southampton  buildings,  Chancery 
Lane,  London,  on  or  before  the  15th  of  June  1848,  and  leave  they 
claims,  and  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  July  1848,  make  out  said 
claims  before  the  said  Master,  or  in  default  thereof,  they  will  be  ex- 
cluded the  benefit  of  said  decree.” 


There  have  been  many  other  Innis  advertisements  in  England, 
but  I have  not  got  copies  of  them. 

The  great  Innis  property  about  which  there  has  been  so  much 
talk  for  many  years,  was  left  in  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  by  Jane 
Innis,  in  December  1889.  The  property  left  was  reported  to  be 
about  two  millions  of  pounds  sterling,  one  half  of  which  was  per- 
sonal and  the  rest  real. 


The  following  letter  received  from  Mr.  Fisher,  dated  February 
10th,  1866,  will  give  you  a good  idea  of  the  case. 


Columbus  Smith,  Esq., 


Ovington  Square,  Brompton, 
London,  South  West, 
February  10,  1866. 


Dear  Sir  : — I hasten  to  send  you  what 
particulars  I can  in  relation  to  the  Innis  property  : 

Innis.  The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  will  of  Miss  Innis, 
the  only  part  which  appears  to  be  testamentary,  all  the  rest  appears 
to  be  only  Scotch  form. 

In  the  will  of  Jane  Innis  formerly  of  Pickardy  Place,  Edingburg, 
but  late  of  Stowe,  in  North  Britain,  Spinster  deceased,  dated  7th 
day  of  March,  1882  and  11th  day  of  December  1839,  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

“ And  declaring  that  failing  any  disposal  of  my  said  Estates  by 


a writing  or  writings,  now  or  hereafter  to  be  executed  by  me  in1 
manner  above  mentioned.  And  after  failing  any  prior  settlement, 
will  or  other  testamentary  deed  executed  by  me,  my  said  Trust  Dis- 
poses herein  named  or  assumed,  shall  hold  my  said  Estate,  whole; 
heritable  and  moveable,  for  behalf  of,  and  shall  accordingly  dis- 
pose, assign  and  make  over  the  same  to  my  Nearest  Heirs  and 
Executors,  whomsoever.” 

li  Proved  at  London  December  20,  1889,  by  the  oaths  of  George 
Scott,  of  Mailing,  in  the  County  of  Edinburgh  and  Parish  of 
Carrie,  and  John  Thompson,  Esq’s,  Cashier  of  the  Royal  Bank  of 
Scotland,  residing  at  .No  25  Melville  Street,  Edinburgh,  the  sur- 
viving Executors  to  whom  Admon  was  granted,  being  first  sworn 
duly  to  adminster.” 

The  said  Jane  Innes  made  no  other  writing  after  this,  disposing 
of  any  part  of  her  Estate,  so  by  this  will  her  whole  Estate  actually, 
honestly  and  legally  belongs  to  her  nearest  heirs , whoever  they 
may  be. 

Her  personal  estate  consisted,  amongst  other  things,  of  the  several 
sums  of  money  and  stock  following,  that  is  to  say  : 

.£150,000  Bank  Three  pounds  per  cent.,  consolidated  annuities 
£150,000.  Three  pounds  per  cent,  reduced  annuities  £200.000 
new.  Three  pounds  Ten  Shillings  per  cent,  annuities  £13,300 
like  annuities  £80,000.  Three  pounds  Ten  Shillings  per  cent, 
reduced  annuities,  £50,000  like  annuities  £100  long  annuities 
£6,250  Bank  of  England  Stock,  £11,000  East  India  Stock  £14,- 
606,  8,  3,  Stock  of  the  Equivalent  Company,  making  in  the  whole 
of  Personality  the  sum  of  £675,256,  8,  3,  which  should  go  to  her 
nearest  of  kin  at  the  time  of  her  cleath  according  to  the  law  of 
Scotland. 

She  also  left  a large  Real  Estate,  but  how  large  I do  not  know. 
I will  give  you,  for  what  it  is  worth,  an  extract  from  a letter  under 
date  of  January  19,  1840,  of  James  Ramage  of  Edinburgh,  to  his 
cousin  John  Aitken  of  Hull  ; 

{( It  so  happens  that  you  could  not  have  applied  to  any  person 
who  could  have  got  more  information  in  the  affair  than  your  Hum- 
ble Servant,  that  is  me,  as  it  is  the  firm  of  the  late  Hugh  Watson, 
now  Haig  Hay  & Pringle,  Esq’rs.,  No.  20  Young  Street,  Ed* 


burgu,  who  was  the'  agents  for  the  late  Miss  Iniies,  where  I have 
wrought  these  24  years  past.  The  heir  at  law  is  a Mr.  Mitchell 
of  Parsons  Green,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town,  who  has  out  of  his 
own  pure  good  will  given  large  sums  to  any  of  her  relations  who 
he  supposed  would  have  been  entitled  had  there  been  a will.  One 
family  of  the  name  of  Scott,  whom  I have  wrought  too  for  eigh- 
teen years,  has  got  <£500  each,  and  there  is  nine  of  them,  making 
in  all  £4,500,  and  £5,000  to  George  Scott,  Esq,,  uncle  to  the 
above,  and  one  of  the  executors,  besides  many  more  whom  he  has 
given  too,  and  his  hand  is  still  open  to  any  who  can  claim  kindred. 
With  regard  to  the  sum  loft  by  the  deceased,  it  is  greatly  exagerated, 
as  it  postively  does  not  exceed  more  than  £1200,000  and  about 
£50,000,  that  is  twelve  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  in  all.  A very 
large  sum,  and  how  the  report  got  into  Bells  Life  in  London — where 
you  copied  it  from — they  cannot  understand,  although  they  are  quite 
aware  that  it  went  the  rounds  of  the  papers  of  the  day,  so  much  for 
that  and  or?  purpose  to  faciliate  the  matter.  Although  I have  not 
the  most  distant  hope  of  success,  I have  wrote  this  day  to  Mrs. 
Wm.  Hog,  who  I believe  is  in  Kelso.  As  I do  not  know  Mrs. 
Hog’s  address  at  Liverpool,  and  I have  requested  him  to  correspond 
with  you  and  Mrs.  Hog,  and  see  if  you  can  trace  your  descent. 
That  is  if  you  could  find  out  the  Parish  that  Mrs.  Hog’s  Grand- 
father was  born  in,  and  her  own  father,  the  late  Robert  Innis,  your 
uncle  ; and  having  done  so,  to  hand  a copy  of  them  to  mee. 
Hoping  to  hear  from  you  soon,  I wish  you  a good  New  Year,  and 
remain,  Dear  Cousin,  your  loving,  &c.,  &c3, 

JAMES  RAMAGE. 

I am  not  responsible  for  the  spelling  nor  the  correctness  of  the 
foregoing.  It  is  a true  and  exact  copy  of,  or  rather  extract  from 
the  letter,  and  tends  to  show  how  much  the  estate  was  estimated,  to 
have  been  worth  in  January  1840,  a very  short  time  after  her  death. 
In  this  Innis  case  there  is  no  statute  of  limitations  in  the  way  of 
American  claimants  who  have  been  away  from  here  since  the  death 
of  Jane  Innes,  or  who  were  away  at  that  time,  Dec.  1839.  It  is 
only  a question  of  who  is  next  of  kin  and  who  is  heir  at  law. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  a letter  written  by  Alexander 
orsyth  to  John  Aitken,  dated  at  Belhelvie,  April  19,  1842.  and 


a 


posted  at  Aberdeen,  April  1842.  u Mr.  Maitland,  the  minister  of" 
Skene  was  not  a native  of  Bethelvie;  consequently  his  birth  is  not 
mentioned  in  the  Register  of  Births.  He  was  married  on  the  12th 
of  Oct.,  1700,  to  Eliza  Innis,  daughter  to  Thomas  Innis 

The  tombstones  on  the  wall  of  the  Church  is  sand  ; It  is 
about  200  years  old  and  of  late  many  people  connected  with  the 
family  of  Inniscs  have  been  inspecting  it.  Age  had  nearly  effaced 
the  inscription  on  it,  and  I may  say  it  is  now  altogether  eifaced  by 
the  means  they  have  used  to  restore  it.  It  was  erected  to  the 
memory  of  Alexander  Jnnes,  of  Blarton.  I remember  since  it 
could  be  distinctly  seen,  that  he  had  four  sons,  and  a daughter.  The 
names  of  three  of  the  sons  were  Alexander,  Thomas  and  Gilbert. 
Alexander  and  Thomas  both  had  families,  but  they  left  the  Parish 
of  Bethelvie.  Nothing;  certain  is  now  known  about  them.  Tradi- 
tion  says  that  most  of  them  went  to  America  and  settled  there. 
Gilbert  Innes  likewise  had  several  children.  Little  or  nothing  is 
known  of  them,  except  of  one  daughter  who  was  married  to  a farmer 
in  Bethelvie,  and  her  descendants  of  the  name  of  Simpson  and 
Mitchell  are  now  said  to  be  the  Legal  Heirs  and  possess  the 
Estates  of  Mr.  and  Miss  Innes  of  Stowe.  This  is  all  the  answer  I 
can  give  to  your  letter,  and  that  I have  received  fronT  tradition. 
Some  of  the  Innises  had  several  illegitimate  children,  and  their 
families  spreading  in  many  parts  of  the  country  has  made  it  difficult 
to  trace  the  Legal  Ileirs.  1 am  not  the  keeper  of  the  Register  of 
Bethelvie,  but  I have  been  so  frequently  applied  to,  that  I know 
pretty  well  all  that  it  contains  in  the  liegister  concerning  them.  I 
am  your  most  obedient  servant. 

ALEXANDER  FORSYTH. 

In  another  letter  dated  September  5,  1842,  from  Mr.  Forsyth  to 
Mr.  Aitkin,  he  says  : “ The  families  of  Innises  were  originally 
from  Bethelvie.” 

I have  copies  of  many  of  the  Old  Parish  Records  of  Bethelvie, 
and  very  much  of  the  information  by  which  Mr.  Mitchell  claims  to 
be  the  owner  of  the  property.  The  extract  from  the  letter  of 
Alexander  Forsyth  seems  to  be  quite  favorable  to  the  American 

claimants. 

I apprehend  that  the  present  possessor,  however,  would  be  most 
reluctant  to  give  up  possession  of  this  vast  estate.  Yet,  if  he  is  not 
the  true  party  entitled,  I do  not  see  how  he  can  avoid  it.  I don’t 
know  exactly  what  you  desire  in  this  matter,  for  I do  not  know  what 
you  have  already.  Let  me  know  as  fully  as  possible  what  you  have 
and  who  your  claimants  arc.  I am  yours  very  truly, 

121  G.  M.  FISHER. 


■ 
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The  following  is  an  extract  from  a report  made  by  Mr.  Fisher r 
April  4th,  1866,  in  a Mitchell  case.  This  will  be  seen  to  throw 
some  light  on  the  Innis  case. 

STEMIOUSE  VS.  MITCHELL. 

“ This  suit  was  commenced  by  John  Stenhouse,  a nephew  of 
William  Innes,  of  Lime  St.  Square,  London,  merchant,  against 
George  Hanburg  Mitchell,  the  Executor  and  Trustee  of  said  Win-. 
lnnisJ  will.  Besides  this  suit,  there  were  two  others,  one  Innis  vs. 
Mitchell,  commenced  by  the  children  of  Alexander  Innis,  deceased, 
against  the  said  George  Mitchell ; and  the  other,  Innis  vs.  Johnson ; 
commenced  by  Christian  Innis  and  others,  against  Susannah  John- 
son and  others. 

These  several  suits  all  related  to  the  Estate  of  said  Wm.  Innis, 
who  died  in  1795.  They  commenced  in  1796  and  extended  up  to 
1826,  their  object  being  the  settlement  of  the  several  Legacies  left 
by  the  said  Testators  will.  The  Testator  having  bequeathed  £1000 

each  of  his  Nephews  and  Nieces — 200  to  each  of  his  Grand 
Nephews  and  Nieces,  and  £100  toeach  of  his  Great  Grand  Nephews 
and  Nieces,  but  without  describing  them  by  name. 

These  Nephews.  Grand  Nephews  and  Great  Grand  Nephews  &c.,- 
appear  to  have  been  very  numerous,  and  therefore  the  estate  was 
$aid  into  Court,  and  each#of  the  Legatees  had’  to  file  a Petition  in 
the  said  suits  with  proof  of  their  relationship  to  the  Testator  ; and 
in  the  suit  of  Stenhouse  vs.  Mitchell,  alone,  there  are  some  two 
hundred  Petition  orders*  and  reports,  all  relating  to  the  claims  of 
j the  several  Legatees  and  their  respective  degrees  of  relationship  to 
j the  said  Testator.  Among  the  claimants  for  the  several  Legacies, 
Will' be  found'the  names  of  Innis.  Allison,  Stenhouse,  Taylor,  Little- 
john, Mitchell.  Ingram,  Bunbury,  Hart,  Mercer,  Shaw,  Bobertson, 
Gordon,  Simpson,  Carr,  Crawford,  Moore,  Pierce,  Jump,  Seatcn, 
Carve,  Stephens,  Palmer  ; some  of  them  were  Nephews  and  Nieces, 
and  other  Grand  Nephews  and  Nieces,  and  other  Great  Grand 
Nephews  and  Nieces  of  the  Testator,  William  Innis.  Many  of  them 
were  infants  at  the  date  of  the  several  Petitions  and  could  not  re- 
ceive their  respective  Legacies  until  they  arrived  at  the  age  jof 
twenty-one  years.  What  remains  in  Court  at  the  present  time  it 
is  impossible  to  say  until  a proper  claim  is  lodged  by  one  of  the 
parties  entitled. 

Evidently  there  are  funds  still  remaining  unclaimod  in  the  writ 
of  Stenhouse  vs.  Mitchell,  as  the  list  of  unsettled  cases  in  Chancery, 
published  in  1865,  for  the  use  of  the  Members  of  Parliament 
proves. 

In  this  list  which  I have  seen,  is  entered  the  following  : “ Sten- 
house vs.  Mitchell.  The  infants  General  Interest  account.”  But 
how  much  there  is,  or  who  is  entitled  to  it,  I really  can  not  say, 
there  having  been  so  many  infants  named  in  the  several  Petitions. 
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It  appears  that  the  Testator,  William  Innis,  had  no  children  by 
I133  wife. Ann,  but  left  four  Natural  children  by  a Mrs.  Agnes 
Palmer,  viz.  Ann,  William,  Sophia  and  Heriot  Palmer,  and  the 
Defendant  George  Hanburg  Mitchell  had  married  Ann  Palmer,  the 
natural  daughter  of  said  Wm.  Innis  ; thus  the  said  Geo.  Hanburg 
Mitchell  stood  in  the  light  of  a son-in-law  to  the  Testator,  and  was 
appointed  by  him,  the  Testator,  to  be  his  Executor  and  Trustee  of 
his  Will,  together  with  his  Testator’s  Nephew,  James  Innis,  but  the 
said  James  innis,  the  Testator’s  Nephew,  and  Executor,  died  in 
1796,  one  year  after  the  Testator,  leaving  George  Hanburg  Mitchell, 
sole  Executor  of  said  Testator’s  will.  There  were  other  Legatees  of 
of  the  Testator  named  Mitchell,  than  the  said  George  Hanburg  Mitchell, 
as  in  1802  there  is  the  petition  of  Isabel  Mitch’ell,  wife  of  George 
Mitchell,  that  she  is  a Grand  Niece  of  the  Testator.  This  Petition 
was  in  Hilary  Term  in  18*02,  and  was  heard  again  in  Easter  Term 
in  1802.  In  1808,  Trinity  term,  there  is  a petition  of  the  said 
Isabel  Mitchell,  wife  of  George  Mitchell,  for  and  on  behalf  of  their 
daughter  Anna  Mitchell,  who  had  lately  died,  that  she  was  Great 
Grand  Niece  of  the  Testator.” 

Besides  the  above  there  were  several  other  intermarriages  between 
the  families  of  Innis  and  Mitchell,  and  Mitchell  and  Innis,  not  only 
in  this  case,  but  also  in  the  great  Innis  case. 

* Many  of  the  parties  named  in  the  suit  of  Stcnhouse  vs.  Mitchell, 
were  of  Scotland,  but  some  of  them  were  of  England,  the  West 
Indies  and  elsewhere.  The  proceedings  do  not  show  that  any  of- 

them  were  described  as  of  the  United  States,  and  their  residence  is 
not  described  in  the  Petitions. 

I have  gono  through  the  whole  of  -this  long  and  most  difficult  case 
frem  beginning  to  end,  and  have  read  all  the  Petitions,  Orders,  &c., 
therein,  and  have  the  list  of  dates  of  all  orders,  &c.,  from  1796  to 
1827,  together  with  the  names  of  the  Petitioners  therein  mentioned. 
If  a copy  of  the  will  of  the  said  Testator  is  required,  it  can  be  ob- 
tained from  the  principal  Registry,  London,  where  it  was  proved  in 
1795,  and  is  there  recorded.  The  will  is  rather  long  and  would 
) cost  from  three  to  four  pounds. 

After  examining  this  information,  I think  we  must  all  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  true  next  of  kin  of  Jane  Innes  can  now  on 
showing  themselves  to  be  such  next  of  kin,  procure  this  large  pro- 
perty. I am  credibly  informed  that  it  is  reported  in  Scotland  that 
1 the  descendants  of  Wiliiam  Innes,  who  emigrated  from  Scotland  to 
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America  the  fore  part  of  the  Eighieenth  Century,  are  the  true  next 
of  kin.  Wm.  i3  said  to  have  been  born  in  Scotland  in  1702  or 
1711. 

The  question  now  arises  which  branch  of  the  Innes  family  in 
America  are  the  true  next  of  kin.  The  pedigrees  of  the  different 
branches  of  tho  family  should  be  clearly  made  out  in  order  to  deter- 
mine this  point.  Tho  stake  here  seems  to  be  large  enough  to  inter- 
est all  the  Innis  descendants  in  America. 

The  Pedigrees  sent  in  by  members  of  the  Association  are  very  * 
imperfect,  and  I have  concluded  to  send  you  only  five  of  them. 
Even  these  are  imperfect. 

I hone  the  members  of  the  Association  will  see  the  importance 
of  tracing  their  pedigree,  and  will  soon  send  in  their  pedigrees  as 
perfect  as  they  can  make  them,  giving  residences,  and  dates  of 
births,  marriages  and  deaths. 

The  following  are  the  Innis  Pedigrees  I have  had  sent  in  by 
members  of  the  Association  : 

I.  John  Innis,  a sailor,  died  at  sea  ; came  from  Scotland  and  settled  in 

Charleston,  Mass.  He  married  and  left  issue,  one  son,  viz  : 

II.  John  Innis  who  settled  in  Boston,  a Glazier  by  trade.  He  mar- 

ried and  had  issue,  two  sons,  viz  : 

III.  Charles  and  John.  Charles  the  eldest  son  left  two  sons,  viz  : 

IV.  John  and  Charles. 

III.  John  above  named  marrird  and  left  only  one  child,  a son. 

I.  Andrew  Innis  married  Agnes  Hutchinson  in  Scotland,  and  had  issue, 

viz  : 

II.  John  Innes  born  in  the  Parish  of  Urquhart,  Moreyshire,  Scot- 

land, Jan.  14th,  1711,  married  Christian  Dean  and  had  issue, 
viz  : • 

III.  Robert  Innis  who  was  born  in  the  Parish  of  Luchars,  Moreyshire, 

Scotland,  May  29th,  1753,  and  married  Elizabeth  Ray.  Ho 
came  with  his  family  to  British  America  in  1781,  in  the  Brig 
Isabella,  from  a firm  called  Green  Hall  in  Elym,  Scotland.  He 
had  issue  by  his  wife  Elizabeth,  viz.  : 

IV  1 John  Innis,  born  in  Scotland,  died  soon  after  coming  to  America, 
without  issue. 

2 William  Innis,  born  in  Parish  of  Aloes,  Moreyshire,  March  16, 
1780,  came  with  his  parents  to  America,  now  living  and  has  a 
number  of  children. 


PEDIGREE  OF  G.  S.  INNIS,  COLUMBUS,  OHIO. 

I.  Innis  came  from  England  or  Scotland,  and  settted  in  Philadelphia 
about  1760.  He  was  a seaman,  married  Catherine,  and  had 
children  b?rn  in  Philadelphia. 
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II.  Robert  Innis  oriel  John  Innis,  who  settled  in  New  England* 
Robert  Innis  above  named,  married  Mary  Lloyd  Jan.  llth,  1767, 
in  Little  Button,  Lancaster  Co.,  Penn.,  and  had  children. 

III.  James  Innis,  Betsey  Innis,  who  married  Shaw,  now  living  at 
Johnson’s  Corners,  Summit  Co.,  Ohio.  Robert  Innis,  born  in 
1804,  now  living  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  Henry  Innis,  who  was 
born  in  We9tmerland  Co.,  Pa.,  May  1st,  1792.  He  was  a 

Methodist  Minister,  married  ; and  died  in  1865,  leaving  five 
children,  viz.  : 

IV.  1 G.  S.  Ir/nis,  Col.  of  the  133d  Ohio  National  Guards  in  1864, 
now  of  Lolumbus,  Ohio. 

2 Wm.  Hi  Innis. 

3 Adam  R.  Innis, 

Henry  Innis,  born,  as  is  thought,  in  Ireland,  married  Catherine 
Collandere,  who  was  born  in  1756,  and  had  issue,  viz.  : 

Henry  M.  Innis,  born  in  Capoquin  Co.,  Waterford,  Ireland,  Nov. 
1783  ; died  Jan.  1,  1831.  Correlius  Wm.  Innis,  now  living. 
They  came  with  their  parents  to  U.  S.  A.  in  1796  or  1797. 
Peter  Innis,  a farmer  and  miller  of  Petershire,  Scotland,  near  Drum- 
mond Castle,  died  about  1756.  lie  has  four  sons  and  two 
daughters. 

1 Joseph  Innes,  a farmer  and  miller,  lived  near  Dunblane,  Scotland, 
married  and  had  one  son  and  two  daughters  ; one  of  the  daugh- 
ters married  John  Taylor,  of  CrufF.  The  son  married  and  lived 
on  his  father’s  farm. 

2 Peter  Innis,  a farmer  and  miller  ; he  married  and  had  seven 
children.  He  was  opposed  to- the  Stewarts  and  obliged  to  leave, 
but  returned  after  the  Duke  of  Perth  was  compelled  to  flee  to 
France,  about  1745. 

STATEMENT  OF  SAMUEL  P.  INNIS  OF  PHILADELPHIA,  PA.,  APRIL  17tH,  1866. 

Peter  and  Christiana  Innes  resided  in  Perthshire,  Scotland.  Peter 
died  about  1768.  The  father  of  Peter  or  his  wife,  which,  is  not  stated, 
died  about  1756.  The  name  was  originally  Mclnnis,  as  the  family  was 
from  the  Nothern  part,  or  Celtic  portion  of  Scotland,  but  in  the  South- 
ern part  the  prefix  was  dropped. 

Peter  and  Christiana  Innis  had  eight  children.  The  following  are  the 
only  names  knows  : 

Margaret,  died  at  Dumfries,  Scotland,  in  1836,  aged  upwards  of 
eighty  years. 

Andrew,  bom  about  1756  (being  eighty-four  years  old  in  1840) 
learned  the  carpenter’9  trade  ; had  one  daughter  who  died  about 
1811,  aged  twenty  years  ; resided  at  Crocketford,  near  (nine 
miles  from)  Dumfries,  Scotland. 

Joseph,  born  in  Perthshire,  Scotland,  May  18th,  1763  ; died  in 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  March  29th,  1834.  He  arrived  in  Newcastle, 
Del.,  in  1793  or  1794,  most  probably  the  latter. 

| Duncan,  died  about  1825,  apparently  at  Crief,  Perthshire,  at  his  widow’s 
death,  Andrew  inherited  a house  of  his,  from  which  it  is  infer- 
red there  were  no  children  surviving. 
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Jftmcs,  died  in  1831  at  Ileft,  near  Durham,  England  ; went  there 
about  the  time  his  father,  Joseph,  came  to  America  ; left  four 
children,  Joseph,  Jean  and  Mary,  by  a first  wife,  and  James  by 
a second  ; a sister  of  James  died  at  the  same  time  as  the  lather, 
Joseph  married  the  first  time  in  1823  ; had  eight  sons  and  one 
daughter  prior  to  184*0  5 the  sixth  son  was  named  Andrew  and 
the  seventh  named  Duncan  ; his  address  was,  in  1841,  Joseph 
Innes,  Farmer,  Hardwick,  Durham  Co.,  Eng. 

-James  was  born  in  1809,  as  he  was  twenty-four  years  old  in  1833  ; 
he  also  had  married  twice  prior  to  1841  ; his  address  was,  at 
that  date,  James  Innis,  Farmer,  Hett,  near  Durham,  England. 

Elizabeth,  wife  of  Daniel  Fisher  ; husband  died  in  the  winter  of 
1840  or  1841  ; their  children  were  James,  Elizabeth  and  Mar- 
garet. 

John  Thompson,  grandson  of  either  Duncan  or  Elizabeth,  received 
$100  from  the  estate  of  his  great  uncle  Joseph ; his  address  was* 
in  1840,  John  Thompson,  Weaver,  Mitchel  Street,  Criet,  Perth- 
shire, Scotland. 

The  following  is  a correct  copy,  of  notes,  in  my  possession  which 
Were  sent  to  my  father,  in  the  year  1840. 

MAfccn  17th.  1866. 

S.  Imnes  Andrews  ; 

The  following  letter  and  notes,  were  copied  in  Edinburgh,  in  April,  1840,  and 
transmitted  to  Mrs.  J.  J.  Martiu,  of  New  Haven,  Conn  , by  letter,  from  which  this 
is  taken.  WM.  J.  MARTIN,  Philadelphia,  July,  1840. 

Copy  of  Letter  to  Miss  Innes , of  Stowe  : 

Madame: — Some  years  ago,  one  of  the  Heritors  of  this  Parish,  asked  me  to 
collect  for  him  some  information  concerning  the  families  of  Innes,  who,  at  onetime, 
were  numerous  in  this  Parish.  As  your  late  brother,  Mr.  Innes,  of  8towe,  wished 
to  know  something  about  his  relations  in  this  part  of  the  country,  I consequently 
took  down  some  notes  from  the  Registers  of  Bethelvie,  and  some  other  Parishes 
where  it  was  said  that  the  relations  of  the  Bethelvie  Inneses  resided  ,•  but,  as  these 
notes  were  never  asked  for,  they  have  remained  with  me  ever  since  that  time. — - 
But  thinking  that,  perhaps,  they  may  afford  you  some  amusement,  I now  take  the 
liberty  of  enclosing  them  to  you.  I have  confined  my  enquiries  entirely  to  the 
families  of  Innes,  who  were  connected,  or  said  to  be  connected  with  this  Parish,  or 
whose  descendants  still  remain  in  this  country.  There  is  one  curious  circumstance 
I have  observed,  that  though  there  seem  to  have  been  several  families  of  Innes  in 
the  Parish  of  Bethelvie,  before  the  year  1715,  as  is  seen  by  the  Registers  of  Bap- 
tisms, Marriages  and  Deaths, — not  one  of  the  name  -occurs  again  for  nearly  40 
years.  If  you  should  wish  for  any  more  information  on  the  subject,  I shall  be 
happy  to  give  you  all  that  is  in  my  power. 

I am,  Madame,  most  respectfully  yours, 

(Signed)  ALEX.  FORSYTH. 

(Copy  of  Notes  by  the  above , relating  to  the  name  of  Innes.) 

“ There  is  an  old  monument  of  freestone  on  the  outside  of  the  church  at  Bet- 
helvie, the  inscription  on  which  is  very  much  worn  out ; but  from  what  part  of  the 
inscription  is  still  legible,  it  appears  to  be  “ in  memory  of  Mr.  Alex.  Innes,  of 
Blairston,”  who  is  descended  from  the  ancient  family  of  the  Inneses  of  Benual,  who 
lias  spent  his  younger  days  as  a merchant  abroad  ; but  that,  when  his  health 
began  to  fail,  he  returned  home  to  spend  his  life  in  quiet  pious  pursuits.  It  would 
appear  that  he  had  four  sons  and  one  daughter  who  all  died  before  him,  but  that 
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part  of  the  inscription  is- very  much  effaced , so  that  I cannot  positively  say 
many  sons  he  had,  or  if  they  were  all  dead  before  him.  The  monument  was  erectJ 
by  his  wife,  Agneta  Johnstone.  The  year  in  which  he  died  is  completely  effaceo. 

Uis  son,  Kobert  Innes,  died  in  the  64  year  of  his  age,  in  the  year  of  Our  Lord 

This  is  all  I know  about  Alex.  Innes,  of  Blairston.  In  the  Parish  Register,  I find 
that  Mr.  George  Innes  is  admitted  to  be  school-master  of  Bethel  vie,  on  the  2 1st  of 
August,  1653,  and  afterwards  minister,  on  the  8th  ot  March,  1668.  Mr.  Thomas 
Innes,  factor  to  the  Earl  of  Panmure,  appointed  an  elder,  31st  of  August,  1698.— =- 
Mr.  Alex.  Mitchell,  admitted  minister  28th  of  February,  1699. — i\lr.  Alex,  Mit- 
chell married  to  Jane,  daughter  of  Thomas  Innes,  factor,  27th  June,  1699. — A 
number  of  baptisms,  marriages  and  deaths  appear,  trom  the  Register  of  Bethelvie,' 
to  have  taken  place  in  several  families  of  the  name  of  Innes,  from  this  time  until 
the  year  1715  ; when  the  name  of  Innes  entirely  disappears  from  the  register  for  a 
Very  long  time.  I,  therefore,  stopped  my  enquiries  here,  until  I recollected  to  have 
heard  an  old  woman  say  that  Mr.  Duff,  the  late  minister  of  Foveran,  was  connected 
with  Factor  Innes,- who  seems  to  have  been  a noted  man  in  this  country.  That  led 
me  to  enquire  of  a man  86  years  of  age,  at  present  living  in  the  Parish  of  Bethelvie, - 
and  whose  father  and  grand-father  both  lived  to  a great  age,  and  were  very  respect- 
able farmers  on  Lord  Panmure’s  estate,  in  Bethelvie,  if  he  knew  anything  of 
Factor  Thomas  Innes  : Yes,  he  said  he  remembered  it  was  a common  proverb 
among  the  people  in  his  early  days,  ‘'you  should  make  love  like  the  Factor  of  Bet- 
helvie,” and  this  proverb,  he  said,  originated  in  the  following  circumstance — The 
Factor,  Thomas  Innes,  (to  use  the  old  man’s  words)  was  a gaucey  chield',  and  wished 
to  take  a wife  of  his  ain  kinsfolk : he  went  down  to  Buckan,  near  Peterhead,  to  seek 
a wife  among  his  ain  folk.  When  he  saw  the  maiden,  he  was  well  pleased  with  her 
and1  offered  her  his  snuff  mull , bidding  her  take  snuff  if  she  was  for  him,  but  if  she 
was  not  for  him  to  give  it  him  back  again.  The  lady  took  the  snuff  and  the  marriage 
followed.  This  anecdote  led  me  to  make  some  enquiries  about  the  families  of  the 
name  of  Innes  in  Peterhead  and  Longside.  In  the  Parish  of  Longside,  I find : — 
Married,  2d  Dec  , 1802,  Gilbert  Innes,  in  the  Parish  of  Peterhead,  to  Jean  Fraser, 
in  this  Parish.  The  Longside  register  also  contains  the  baptisms  of  three  sons  of 
Gilbert  Innes — Alexander,  Thomas  and  Gilbert, — between  theyears  1711  and  1716; 
at  which  time  it  is  probable  he  left  the  Parish  of  Peterhead  and  went  to  Longside. 
From  the  register  of  Peterhead,  Gilbert  Innes  had  a son  baptized  William  ; witness, 
■William  Innes,  28th  June,  1702.  Gilbert  Innes  had  a daughter  baptized  Isabel 
Dec.  15th,  1705  ; William  Innes,  witness.  Gilbert  Innes  had  a daughter  baptized 
Mary,  Dec.  5th,  1708  ; William  Tnnes.  witness.  William  Tnnes,  in  the  Parish  of 
Peterhead,  had  three  sons  and  one  daughter,  baptized  from  the  year  1711  to  1718, 
of  which  Gilbert  /nnis  was  witness  ; from  which  it  would  seem  that  these  two 
families  were  connected  with  one  another,  and  it  is  probable  that  it  was  from  one 
of  these  families  that  Factor  'lhomas  Innes  took  his  wife.  In  the  churchyard  of1 
Bethelvie,  there  is  a tombstone  with  the  following  inscription  upon  it— “ Here  lies 
the  body  of  Gilbert  innes,  sometime  in  Bora,  who  died  the  29th  of  May,  1755,  aged 
88, — a man  of  true  virtue  and  piety  ;-^also,  the  body  of  Tsabel  Tnnes,  his  eldest 
daughter,  spouse  to  Thomas  Simpson,  on  Darrahill,  who  died  the  1 0th  of  July, 
1748,  aged  45.  Also,  the  body  of  Jean  Fraser,  his  wife  and  mournful  widow  of 
Gilbert  Tnnes,  she  died  the  26th  of  January,  1769,  aged  95  ; also,  the  body  of  the 
said  Thomas  Simpson,  who  died  the  12th  of  November,  1784,  aged  88  From  this 
Thomas  Simpson,  Mr.  Mitchell,  of  the  town  and  county  bank  in  Aberdeen,  is 
descended  .- 

But  7 do  not  know  that  the  Mitchells,,  from  whom  Wm.  Mitchell  of  the  bank 
is  descended,  and  Mr.  Alex,  Mitchell  who  married  Jean  Tnnes,  the  daughter  of 
Factor  Thomas  Tnnes,  are  the  same  family  of  Mitchells.  The  descendants  of  Mr. 
Alex.  Mitchell,  minister  of  Bethelvie,  who  married  Jeata,  daughter  of  Factor 
Thomas  Tnnis,  are  Alexander  Mitchell,  babtized  1st  of  November;  1709.  There 
are  several  other  sons  and  daughters  of  the  Rev.  Alexander  Mitchell  and  Jean 
Tnnes,  mentioned  in  Registers  of  Bethelvie,  but  most  of  them  died  m infancy,  and- 
none  of  them  were  taken  notice  of  in  the  Registers  as  being  married  or  having 
children.  This  Alexander  Mitchell  who  was  baptized  on  the  1st  of  Nov.  1709,  was 
the  grandfather  of  the  late  Mr.  Duff,  Minister  of  Foveran,  who  left  a numerous 
family  of  daughters,  all  of  whom  have  been  married  and  have  families  except  the 
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eldest,  whe  have  remained  Unmarried,  and  from  unfottilnate  accidents  arc  at 
Resent,  when  in  the  decline  of  life,  in  very  poor  circumstances.  Bora^  is  in  the' 
Parish  of  Longsidc. 

To  John  Innis,  Esq  , Philadelphia,  Pa 

My  father  John  /nnis,  was  born  in  Murrayshire,  Scotland,  August  1st,  1767, 
and  came  to  this  country  in  1793. 

During  the  years  of  1840  to  1845  he  corresponded  with  his  relations  in  Scotland, 
but  his  death  taking  place  in  August  1847,  we  haven't  heard  from  them  since  that 
time.  I have  a letter  in  my  possession,  which  was  written  in  1840  by  my  uncle 
James  /nnis,  (who  had  been  living  twenty -two  years  in  Dufftown  Parish,  Mortlach, 
six  miles  South  of  Kothes),  in  which  he  mentions  that  in  seeking  to  trace  our 
family,  two  of  his  nephews  lifted  a grave  stone  in  Dunducas  (the  family  burial 
place"),  which  was  140  years,  and  discovered  that  as  far  back  as  1700  our  fore- 
fathers lived  in  Acenuas,  but  previous  to  that  time  lie  could  not  trace  them.  My 
uncle  James  died  in  1841,  and  the  correspondence  was  continued  by  his  son-in  law 
and  daughter,  Mr.  and  Mrs.-  James  Kiach,  who  were  living  in  Kothes,  and  I 
presume  some  of  the  family  are  still  living  there  or  in  that  vicinity. 

MRS.  S.^/NN/S  ANDREWS. 

Philadelphia,  March  18th,  1866, 


Tiio  following  letter  which  you  received  from  London,  may 
throw  some  light  on  this  case.  I think  it  would  not  be  advisable 
to  purchase  Mr.  Armstrong’s  information.  I believe  the  same  can 
be  got  much  cheaper,  and  that  Mr.  Fisher  has  already  much  of  this 
information. 

20  Cecil  Street  Strand,  ") 
London,  Aug.  11th  1865.  J 

II.  O.  Smith , Esq , Agent  for  the  Innis  Association  : 


Sir  : — Your  letter  to  Rev.  A.  N.  Littlejohn  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
covering  a circular,  &c.,  reached  me  here  this  morning,  and  contents1 
noticed.  I see  by  your  letter  that  you  are  not  in  the  possession  of  the 
facts  you  want.  I have  given  this  estate  my  particular  attention  for  the 
last  eighteen  months,  during  part  of  1864  and  ’65,  and  can  probably 
give  you  more  information  about  it  than  any  other  man  alive.  I have 
been  on  to  the  estate  in  Scotland,  which  is  a very  large  one,  com- 
prising manufacturing  vilages,  farms,  &c.,  &c.  You  are  wrong  about 
William  Innes,  the  elder,  emigrating  to  the  United  States.  There  was,- 
also,  700,000  pounds  sterling  deposited  in  the  Baak  of  England,  which 
must  have  doubled  by  this  time,  as  it  is  over  twenty  years  since  the  last 
heir  died.  I have  certified  copies  of  the  last  will  or  trust  deed,  which 
leaves  the  property  to  the  nearest  of  kin,  &c., ; also  wills  of  the  brothers 
and  father,  &c.  I also  have  the  Pedegree  of  the  Innis  family  for  a num- 
ber of  generations.  I am  still  in  correspondence  with  eminent  lawyers 
in  Scotland  relative  to  this  estate.  The  present  claimants,  Mitchells, 
have  no  right  to  the  property,  which  fact  is  well  known  to  all  the  old  in- 
habitants of  Edinburgh,  and  can  easily  be  obtained  by  the  lawful  heirs. 
The  Mitchells  got  hold  of  it  partly  by  being  associated  with  the  Innis’s 
in  the  Banks  of  Scotland,  and  otherwise,  but  they  have  no  real  claim  to1 
the  estate,  and  all  Scotland  wishes  to  see  the  property  in  the  hands  of 
the  rightful  owners.  I have  obtained  much  information  about  the  acts 
of  these  people  while  in  Scotland,  which  will  be  of  value. 
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I can  furnish  you  with  the  will  of  William  Innis  the  elder,  of  Alex- 
ander the  son,  and  of  Miss  Innis,  the  last  of  that  branch  of  the  family; 
also,  the  full  Pedigree  of  the  Innis  family  from  William  the  elder  down  to 
the  present  time.  The  above  papers  will  be  certified  copies.  This  in- 
formation has  cost  me  quite  a sum  of  money,  but  I had  an  object  in 
view  in  getting  hold  of  this  business.  It  is  well  known  that  the  present 
holders  of  this  vast  estate,  got  possession  only  on  the  ground  that  there 
were  none  to  oppose  them.  I shall  probably  be  in  London,  Scotland 
and  Paris  tor  some  months  yet,  and  if  you  want  this  information  I will 
forward  it  to  you  through  any  Banker  you  may  select  in  London  to  re- 
ceive and  forward  the  papers  to  you,  and  paying  me  £150  sterling. 
Duncan  and  Sherman  would  arrange  this  for  you  through  their  corres- 
pondence here  with  the  Union  Bank  of  London  When  in  possession  of 
these  facts  you  can  go  to  work  understandingly.  I can  also  give  you  the 
names  of  lawyers  in  Edinburgh  who  would  be  the  proper  persons  to  ar- 
range this  affair  for  you.  I will  forward  the  necessary  information  if 
wanted,  immediately  on  receipt  of  vour  advices. 

Yours  Respectfully, 

J.  S.  ARMSTRONG. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

COLUMBUS  SMITH. 
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